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1.0 Background

In 2017 the COMESA-SDMX project was launched with the aim of improving the
statistical data and metadata transmission and reporting from Member States.
SDMX, which stands for Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange, is an
international initiative that aims at standardizing and modernizing
(“industrializing”) the mechanisms and processes for the exchange of statistical
data and metadata among international organizations and their member
countries.

The SDMX sponsoring institutions are the Bank for International Settlements
(B1S), the European Central Bank (ECB), Eurostat (the statistical office of the
European Union), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Statistics
Division (UNSD), and the World Bank.

These organizations are the main players at the global and regional levels in the
collection of official statistics in a large variety of domains such as agriculture
statistics, economic and financial statistics, social statistics and environment
statistics.




2.0 Pilot SDMX Implementation, Zambia Central Statistical Office (CSO)

Zambia was selected country for the COMESA SDMX pilot implementation. This
implementation comprised of training of staff and actual hands on transmission of
the selected domain (foreign trade statistics).

The first training session was held in Lusaka (22-26 May 2017) to develop the
capacity of COMESA and Zambia Central Statistical Office (CSO) staff and to
give them a basic understanding of SDMX components.

The second training session was held in Livingstone (02 -07 July 2017) and was
dedicated to the implementation of SDMX tools and testing a CSO-COMESA pilot
case for data transmission.

This second phase of implementation training continued with a second session in
Lusaka (23-27 July 2018).

The implementation training was attended by thirteen (13) staff from COMESA,

the African Development Bank (AfDB) and Zambian CSO. The training sessions
was primarily hands-on and practical. Several SDMX tools were installed during
the training and the data transmission was done successfully.




3.0 Project Implementation

Two high end computer servers were purchased for CSO Zambia

One computer was given to CSO IT division which will be used for the
transmission of data.

The second computer was given to External Trade Statistics unit of CSO to be
used as a production computer.

IT CSO Zambia was assigned the task of obtaining an external IP address to be
used by the server for transmission of data from CSO to COMESA

COMESA and CSO IT staff are yet to install SDMX tools on the two servers.

Zambia CSO External Trade staff to provide sample data of foreign trade for testing
of the SDMX data transfer from CSO to COMESA

The implementation has delayed because of CSO Zambia IT involvement in the
national Census of Population and Housing.




